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* . Steternient SY hs Cafe of JohN Am. Eos 
| "*DREN, late of HzAapcoxn, in the County of: | 
} | Kur T, a Farmer and 20885 1 bares 
to the Public 3 in general ; | I , 1 


N eſpecially to Perſons of AſtinAticn Shad the like circum” 195 
ſtances may in ſi ne meaſure be liable to concern, and to whom 
de has it not in his power by other means to make his Caſe generally | 
beknown. This being an authentic e c of ſome of the moſt ini- 7 0 j 
quitous frauds and deceptions which wa 1 on him by a Sdli- 5 . Io 
citor, &c. and was legally accepted as fufhcient evidence to ground a a 
Commiſſion of Bankruptcy gien him, and which Bankruptcy was af- 
terwards ſupported on à trial by other falle witnels, produced for that pu- 
poſe, by which he has been inevitably ruined, as is herein repreſented, and A 
received damages to a confiderable amount, and ie now obliged 
to ſolieit the aſſiſtance of the benevolent, to enable him to bring the 
parties to publie juſtice who have injured him. And for want of his 
Caſe being more pvblickly beknown, has it not in his power to preſent 
his Petition and Narrative of his Caſe to Perſons of diſtinction in 
general, few of whom chooſe to look at any Petition from a ſtrangerrrr 
| Ach does not come to them recommended by letter from ſome per-— 
ſoa of their acquaintance. - This is likewiſe intended as a caution to 
all perſons to be on their guard, if they are any ways. ſo embarraſſed as 
to make them liable to fall a ſacyificets ſuch illegal and unjuſt- 5 il 
if endeayoured to be practiſed on them, that they may defend them- 
| ſelves immeiliately on being thus attacked, by prefering a Petition to the 
ond Chancellor, ſtating real facts, to tupercede ſuch Bankruptcy, and 
no doubt but he will do chem juſtice. But if they are frightened to 
ſurrender their firſt, they will have little chance of being re- 
lieved, ox to ever have it in thei power to bring the parties who have 1 
injured them to public juſtice, umleſs ſome real friend nobly ſtands forth”. 
to their aſſiſtance ſoon after, or they will be inevitably e if the 
real value of their property is ſufficient to pay near two pounds for Ghee, 5 


to all they owe, as in ſuch caſes one half the value is Oey 6 64 * at 1 
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7 eee who for the lucre 


to others whom it may more materially concern; 


Nentlemen, &c. for the landlords may be liable to loſe their rents, and 
ave their farms much injured, and the clergymen may likewiſe be liable 


wh uch perſons. will take this caſe into their deliberate conſideration, and 


have been ruined, and brought to a pariſh for ſubſiſtence, only by reaſon of 
uch unjuſt and illegal meaſures having been taken, when without ſuck 
Wreatment they would have been able, and was willing, to have ſaisfied all 
hey owed, and have ſupported their family afterwards, ſo as to have kept 


rom a pariſh, therefore this caution is more eſpecially directed to all ne- 
eſſitous perſons of thoſe profeſſions which are exempt by Law, and who | 
may be liable to fall a ſacrifice to a fraudulent, illegal, and unjuſt Com- 
Emiſſion of Bankruptcy as I have done; obtained by fraudulent, illegal, 


Pad unjuſt means, by perſons who may juſtly be called the Perverters of the 
EBankrupt Laws; ſuch as many. of the Solicitors and Commiſhoners of 
0 


ill often obtain and iſſue a Commiſſion of Bankrupt illegally and unjuſtly, 


2 and thereby ruin many honeſt and induſtrious perſons, who are by no 


1 


eans an object of the Bankrupt Laws, as many of late years may juſtly 
be ſuppoſed, to have been iſlued, when iſſued againſt any perſon or perſons, 
ho by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the fifth George the Second, Chap. 
= oth. Set. 40th. That no Farmer, Grazier, or Drover of Cattle, or any 


erſon who is, or are, or ſhall be a Receiver General of any of the Taxes 


PFranted by Pariiament, ſhall be entitled as ſuch to any of the benefits given 


y this act, or be deemed a Bankrupt with the ſame, or within any of the 


latutes now in force concerning Bankrupts, any law, cuſtom, or uſage to 
* he contrary, notwithſtanding, although this act was paſſed for the ſecurity 
f the landlords, and other good purpoſes, yet without making any diſtine- 


WF arliament, of late years ſeveral perſons of thoſe profeſſions have been de- 

W8/ared Bankrupts, by thoſe perverters of the Baokrupt Laws, to anſwer 

cr own purpoſes, and have been thereby frightened to Lan uad 
an 


Property, not knowing how to defend themſelves againſt ſuch an un 


- 
* 
: 


. 
| 
[ 

- 


2 
> 


"1 legal attack, and have thereby been enevitably ruined, by the waſlg and 
8 bie: frequently practiſed on ſuch occaſions, and their juſt and honeſt 
2 editors are often deprived of their jult dues, by reaſon only of ſuch illegal 


* 


Pents in cultivation, ſuch as draning and otherwiſe richly manurinf their 
: nds, or by any providential loſſes of cattle or the like,” which could not 
E guarded againft or foreſeen, and which they often would ſoon recover 


ents, if properly done, is almoſt a certainty of advantage, but wants 
ame conſiderable time to reap the advantage of ſuch improvements, and 
othing but time to make the moſt of ſuch improvements can aſcertain the 
| moſt 


A 


8 


ad unjalt meaſures having been taken, by which the property is frequently 
Waſted one half of the real value, particularly when it happens ona Farmer - 
8 Grazier, who may have neceſſiated themſelves by exptafive improve- _ 


W ſuch unjuſt ſteps had not been taken to prevent them, as ſuch improve- 


al value, therefore the moſt induſtrious Farmers, Grazizrs, &c, are the 


£ Ms theſe may be liable to be conſiderably looſers by the Bankrupt Laws 
"% being thus ſuffered to be conſtrued, (as it often has been for gain, by 
any of the fraternity concerned) to extend to Farmers, Graziers, &c, | 
Pho by law are exempt, as ſuch perſons are the principal ſupport of ſuch 
0 loſe their tythes by the ſame means; therefore it is to be hoped, that 


Endeavour to ſuppreſs ſuch meaſures, and illegal proceedings, when at- 
empted to be practiſed on ſuch perſons in future, as many of late years 


The profits which” they obtain thereby, 


Joos of che profeſſions of perſons, or paying the leaſt regard to this Ad of ai 


Gentlemen of Landed Eſtates, and to Clergymes, &c. "ag 
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oft liable to be more injured than any other perſons, if ſuffered to be mage 
able to the Bankrupt Laws; and as the Farmer or Grazict, &c. whoſe 
debts are not liable to be contracted by having a cuſtomary credit in trade, 
for , &c. fold and delivered as the debts of a tradeſman are, who, 
was it not for the Bankrupt Laws; after thus obtaining ſuca goods to = 
very conſiderable amount, would hold them without paying for, and ſell 


them at any low price for ready money, in defiance of theif creditors, who, f 


from the appearance ſuck perſons often make iti trade, was ihduced to ſell 


- i 
0 


| of many of the fraterni 


them their goods on ſu 


for the benefits of the honeſt and induſtrious tradeſmen, who by mis for- 


tunes, Ke. becomes a Bankrupt, as for the benefit of the Creditors of 
Bankrupts, the — Laws was at firſt eſtabliſhed, but not to bo 

t thoſe whoſe principal means of obtaining their 
livelihood was by trade and merchandize. This was the original inten- 
tion for which the Bankrupt Laws was at firſt eſtabliſhed, and not to bs 


extended to any perſons 


conſtrued to extend to any other perſons whatever, for the r of the 
Solicitor, the Commiſhoners, atid other deſigning and evil difpoſed perſons, 
to roifi unwary and neceſſitous individuals with, for the ſake of the benefits 
which they may obtain thereby, by being Solicitor, Commiſtioners, Aſſig- 
Nees, &c, toſuch Bankruptcies, which it is to be feared, and there is no 
doubt but it is often the caſe, One other ſtrong circumſtance there is why 
it was not neceſſary for a Farmer and Grazier, &c., to be admitted an 
object of the Bankrupt Laws was, as well as for the ſecurity of the Land- 
lord; who might therefore be defeated, and be liable to be deprived of 


that prerogative royal, which the law has given to them, above all others, - 
r the payment of their reſerved rents, was becaoſe the debts of n Farmer, 
rates fer, Se me dot liable to be contrafted in the ſame manner as thoſe of 
- — to lend on intereſt, and on a ſecurity as agreed on by the parties, 
nud therefore ſuch debt has no eoncern with the running credit of trade, 
ang is only felt by the lender, who has it to ſpare on intereſt, in caſe of a 


generally by borrowing of ſuch perſons who have it to 


failute z but in caſe of the failure of a perſon in trade, it may be ſelt by 
numbers who depend on the cuſtomary eredits of trade, as one diſzppoint- 
ment of payne often makes thany, and by that means may ruin many, 
at the fall of one: but the perſon who lends his money need run no ſuch 
hazard, as Ke has a right, and may with the greateſt propriety, examine 
into the circumſtances of the perſon to whom he is about to lend 
and have a ſafficient and ſatisfaRory ſecurity for the ſame, and 


Graziers. N 
precaution to the Publit 


aluing Commiſſions of 
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| cuſtomary credit ; therefore to prevent ſfach 
frauds, and to 4 the cuſtomary credits of trade in general, as well 


- 
* 


His Monty on any other ſecurity hs moſt expect to abide by the 


ons of Farmers and 
why I ROD to Ergo ar this _ and 
to puard a uch illegal and unjuſt attempts > 
. . 15 evil diſ- Z 
poted perſons, who will join them and affiſt to ruin any perſon in their 
power, for the Incre of what they may be liable to gain by obtaining and 
Bankruptcies in :fereral fuch * * 
. : ain 
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having happened within my knowledge, where Farmers and Graziers on) 
have been declared Bankrupts, much to the injury of themſelves and their 
creditors ; therefore, when any ſuch perſon is thus attatked, the ouly det 
and ſureſt method to proceed is by petitioning the Lord Chancellor to 
Ferre Ten BIREfUptcy, before they Tyrrender tl D 
137 , up 

* 


Vill be troubled to ſucceed, when they have given their pro-- 
| as I did, and have endeavoured-in vain for ſome years to | 
my Bankryptcy, without property ſufficient to proceed to advantage, my 
= "own property being in the hands of my opponents and turned againſt me; 
therefore I * to _ _ of 4 — circum — by which 
I was by fraud, depeption, illegal and unjuſt means, entirely ruined, when 
I was by no means an object of the Bankropt Laws, being by profeſſion a 
Farmer and Grazier only, and had not by any means committed ag act of 
Bankruptcy, nor was I by any means a trader, fo as to bring me within the 
deſcription of a Bankrupt; and I was then willing and able to have ſatis- 
ned all my juſt debts, only wanting a ſufficient time to diſpoſe of my pro- 
perty to the heſt advantage, and I ſhould then have had à ſufficiency left 
to have lived independent afterwards, if ſuch unjuſt meaſures had not been 
taken to have ruined me, and deprive me of all my buſineſs, which I had 
ſpent the prime of my days in improving, and had brought the ſame'to the 
| greateſt perfection, by which I ſhould in a few years haye been able to have 
cleared myſelf from all my incumbrances, and continued in my buſineſs 
' afterwards. This is likewiſe intended as a cautjon to ſuch perſgns who 
may have become purchaſers of any of my eſtates, not to injure them wil. 
fully, as they may be liable to damages, and likewiſe to ſuch perſons who 
may intend to become purchaſers of any part of By eſtates, which are yer 
74 let them know at what haz they purchaſe the ſame, 
The following being a true Copy of the Kavi of. William Fullagar, 
' as taken from the record entered in the Secretary of Bankrupt's Office, 
| which was exhibited to the Commiſſioners of Bankrupts, when acting under 
"a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy againſt-me, which Afidavit was the only 
ounds and proof as to the part of the trading, on which the Commiſſion of 
— was awarded and "iffued againſt me, which Affidavit is fince 
declared to be a falſe one, and is ſince contradicted on Oath by the faid 
William Fullagar, in the manner gs hereafter inſerted, .- 
A true Copy of the AFFIDAVIT es erhibited to the Commiſſioners. 
William Fullagar, of Headcorn, in the county of .Kent, yeoman, 
- maketh oath, and ſaith, That he hath known and been well acquaiated 
| _ John Children, late of * — 2 dealer and — (che 
rſon againſt whom a commiſſion ankryptcy, now in proſecution, is 
E 250 iſſued) for the ſpace of thirty years and upwards, laſt paſt, 
and during which time he was a dealer and chapman, and bought and fold 
hops, and other articles, and fought and endeavoured to get his Tiviag 
thereby, as others in the ſame way and trade uſually do; and this deponent 
further faith, that he would willingly attend the Commiſioners named in 
the ſaid commiſſion of Batkruptcy, or the major part of them, in London ; 
but that he is very lame, and-otherwiſe infirm and aged, and that his place 
of reſidence is above forty miles from town. - - EEE 
| Sworn at tke city of Rocheſter, in the county of Kent aforeſaid, 
this zoth day of January, 1780, before me John Hick, a Mafter 
in Chancery Extraordinary. © > | 
The mark e of the above deponent William Fullagar, 
4th of February, 1780, exhibited ta us under the Com- 
Miſſion of Bankruptcy againſt John Children. 
. > Johy B-, T. Emſke, Anth, P—e, Commilioners, 


John Bickrelt,,7, 222 4 De — 
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Nos the aforeſaid William Fullagar on hearing the aforeſaid affidavit 

_ * deliberately read in the preſence of fev-ral creditable perſons, poſitively 
26 a the former affidavit, and explains on his oath, the means hy 
which he was induced to make his mark and take his oath to the ſame, in 


the following manner: "FAC nh 
William Fullagar, of Headcorn, in the county of Kent, yeoman, maketh 
© oath and ſaith, That he hath lately heard the former affidavit deliberately 
read, which appears to have been ſworn by him, this deponent, before 
John Hick, Eſq. Maſter in Chancery Extraordinary, at Rochelter, on the 
+ goth day of January, 1780. Now this deponent ſaith, that what is ſet 
forth in the ſaid affidavit is not true, for he ſaith, that at the time he at- 
- tended a ho 8. the S—1--r, under the ſaid commiſſion of Bankruptcy, 
he enquired of him, "this deponent, what he knew as to the ſaid John 
Children being a trader, when he, this deponent, informed: him that he had 
known him for ſeveral years, and that ſome few. years then before the ſaid 
ohn Children had bought a ſmall quantity of hops from one William 
ood, (who was then a tenant to the ſaid John Children) which hops 
were dried at the deponent's hop-kiln, and afterwards delivered to the faid 
John Children, and thac was all that he knew relative to any buying or 
dealing for hops or any other articles, with any other perſon or perſons 
whomſoever. and which he thought, and was infotmed was ſet forth in the 
aid affidavit ſo drawn up by the ſaid Mr. I. 8. the S—lI-r, inſtead of 
what is ſet forth in the ſaid affidavit: And this deponent allo faith, that 
wr at is ſet forth in the ſaid affidavit as to this deponent's being ſo lame 
; and infirm at the time he attended on the ſaid Mr. J. S. the S—l-r, it is 
not true, for this deponent ſaith that he was not then ſo lame and infirm as 
to prevent him from going any where, but on the cantrary was then in 
| very good health, and able to have taken a journey to London, if required, 
| Therefore this deponent faith, thar the ſaid Mr. J. S. drew up the ſaid 


athdavits contrary to the directions and information given by him this de- 
ponent, concerning the {:id John Children, and hath greatly impoſed upon 
him by thus preparing the ſaid affidavit; and as this deponent cannot read 
or write, and the ſaid Mr. J. S. being a relation of this depcnent, he 
wholly relied on him in preparing the ſame from the inſtructions given by 
him this deponent, as herein before mentioned, and which made this de- 
I ponent put his mark and take his oath to the paper writing, which was 
| produced to him by the ſaid Mr. J. S. the E—I—r; he, this deponent, be- 
ing informed, and underſtanding the ſaid paper did only contain what he 
| has herein before ſet forth, of what he knew uf the ſaid John Children be- 
ing a trader, or to that purport and effect only. 
| The & mark of WILLIAM FULLAGAR, 
Sworn at Maidſtone in the County of Kent, the 
| 3d day of Augult, 1786, before me William 
Roffe, a Maſter Extraordinary in Chancery. 

The aforeſaid affidavit which was exhibited to the Commiſſioners as 
aforeſaid, can iikewiſe be contradicted, being entirely untrue, by numbers 
of creditable witneſſes, as to the trading therein mentioned; and as to the 
pretended infirmities of the ſaid William Fullagar, and in particular as to 
the time of my commencing a trader, which being for the ſpace of thirty 
k . and upwards, which the regiſter of my birth will fully contradict, I 

being at that time but forty years of age, therefore I could be but twelve 
years of age at the time it is there inſerted that I commenced a trader: 
Now 1 not then knowing how to avoid falling a ſacriſice to this fraudulent 
tranſaction, and was adviſed to ſurrender to the ſame, therefore I did, ſur- 


| | render, 
Wo 0 | 
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3 ( 5 ) | „ 5 
4 nder; but in the following manner: (inſtead of petitioning the Chats 267 


lor as I ought to have done, to have ſuperceded the bankruptcy, befor. “ 


© ſurrendered my property under the commiſſion), therefore I defired tas 
ommiſſioners to take notice that J ſurrendered only becauſe the law unden, 
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e ſaid Commiſhoners of Bankruptcy obliged me fo to do; But that 1 Ne 
ever had been a trader ſo as to ſubject me to the Bankrupt Laws, nor had 2 
euer knowingly or intentionally committed an act of Bankruptcy. The 
ECommiſion of Bankruptcy then went on for ſome time uninterrupted, tho“ 
chen knew that it was by ſome means unjuſtly obtained, and that my 
Property was of much more value than ſufficient (if prudently managed) to 
Have ſatisfied all my juſt debts; and until I was obliged to abſcond on ac- 
ont of warrants being in force againſt my perſon, on account of the 


1 W hope of "the preceding year being then pnſatished, 
hich duty Bad become due after I had ſurrendered all wy property under 
he iaid Commiſſion of Bankruptcy, therefore I had it not in my power to 
1 tisfy the ſame after it became due; this is ſuppoſed to be adviſed by the 
Solicitor, commiſſioners, &c. to the aſſignees, not to pay the ſame when ap- 
plied to for payment by the officers of exciſe, as it would be liable to be a 
þ Mmcans of diſtreſüng me by putting it out of my power to interrupt them, 
or if I was taken into cuſtody for ſuch debt, I might be liable to be in pri- 
en for life. 1 likewiſe finding that the molt valuable part of my eſtates 
eiag then vnjuſtly diſpoſing of by private contract, as well as myſelf be. 
Ing then obliged to ablcond, as before mentioned, therefore I then brought 
In action to try the validity of the ſaid Commiſſion of Bankruptcy, thus by 
Jraud and deception unjuſtly obtained; and, on the part of the Commiſ- 
—Honers, as illegally iſſued; for, ſuppoſing the ſaid affidavit, which was 
"Exhibited to the Commiſſioners, to have been a true one, inſtead of bing 
Fas it was) a falſe one, the Commiſſioners then were by no means legally - 
"Suthorized to have iſſued a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy on ſuch grounds; 
Por is it by any means the practice in ſuch caſes, therefore the Commiſ- 
Foners mult either be ſuppoſed to be in confederacy with the Solicitor, &. 
or to be induced to iſſue the commiſſion for the lucre of their fees only, 
nd at the hazard of the damages incurred thergby ; for they ought not to 
Pave accepted that affidavit as any evidence when thus exhibited to them, 
hich might be entirely fictious, and never c<tteſted by any body, for any 
hing they could know; for as the laws of this country always require the 
Peſt evidence that can be had, and in particular, in all ſuch caſes where 
ny peiſon whoſe property and their life is liable to be at ſtake, as it is 
nder a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy on not conforming thereto ; and on 
Wecreting any property to the value of twenty pounds, is felony, and pu- 
S31/hable with death, tho' the Commiſſion ſhall have been obtained ille- 
Y pally and by fraud, unleſs it is in the power of ſuch Bankrupt to make a 
uiſcovery of ſuch fraud and illegal proceeding, and convict the perſons 
x; uilty of the ſame, and by chat means ſupercede ſuch Commiſſion of Bank- 
guptcy ; for inſtead of the Commiſſioners accepting of any ſuch afiidivit 
hus exhibited to them as evidence. Suppoſing the ſame to have been 
rue, they ought firſt to have had a certificate atteſted on oath by fome ſur- 
eon or aporhecary of the intended witneſs being lame, ill or infirm, and 
Spnable to attend them on that occaſion ; and then ſome diſintereſted per- 
on or perſons ought to be particularly authorized to go and take the exa- 
Pination of ſuch ſick or diſabled perſon ; ſuch an affidavit, if any, might 
2 dave been legally accepted on ſuch an occaſion, but that was not the caſe ,. 
gn this affair, here was no affidavit firſt of his being unable to attend, nor - 
bo perſon appointed and authorized to take the examination of the ſaid 
8 n William 


William Fulla 


ceived the ſaid William F ollagar who gave the inſtructions, and (who wail 


were liable to the damages I ſuſtained by thus iſſaing the Commiſſion ; if | 


| ber of witneſſes, and the ſaid William Pike well knew that I had done n 


_ | Q 6s ). 
ger but the whole ſeems to have been a concerted ſcheme 61 
I r, who took the examination himſelf, and prepared £ 
Sous de- 


Mr. J. S. the 
the affidavit different fem the inftruftions received, and when ſo 


to atteſt the ſame, and who was his relation, and could neither read nor 
write, and therefore relied implicity on him) by reading, explaining or 
aſſuring him that the affidavit contained only the iuſtructions which he Had . 
before received of him, or to that purport and effect only, and thereby in- * 
duced the ſaid William Fullager to make his mark and take his oath to the "MR 
ſame, and afterwards exhibited or cauſed the ſaid affidavit to be exhibited 0 
to the Commiſſioners to deceive them, knowing the ſame to be falſe, who # 
accepted the fame tho' it was no legal evidence, and on theJgroynds only”: 
us to the trading, iſſued a Cammiſſion of Bankruptcy, which muſt be ſup.” ' 
poſed was done through avariciouſneſs, and for the ſake of their fees, by: | 
: 


the whole perſons concerned, and at the hazard of the damages, as the) 


had ſuperceded the Commiſſion by a petition to the Chancellor, as I ougb 
to have done, and on the trial of the action, which I had brought to tj | 
the validity of the Commiſſion, thus by fraud and deception, illegally ob. 
tained and iſſued; when one William Pike was produced as an evidence 1 
behalf of the defendants, aud ind apprt GT Mis FFROTUTERE And Tegan 
Commiſſion of Bankreptcy thus obtained, when he the ſaid William Pike, 
did falſely ſay, depaſe, ſwear and give evidence to the court and ju, 
ſworn to try the ſaid cauſe, amongſt other things in ſubſtance and to the 
following effect, that is to ſay, that I the ſaid John Children, had con- | 
ſtantly carried on the buſineſs of a common Malſter, to a conſiderable 
an»unt — (mentioning further particulars for the whole time I has 
been in buſineſs) and by ſuch his evidence, obtained a verdict for the de. 
fendants, and in ſupport of the Commiſſion of Bankruptcy, when I hat? 
by no means carried on ſuch bygfineſs, which I can prove by a great num 


4 


1 
] 
| 


1 


ſuch thing, but he was a tenant and brother in law to the Solicitor's wife“ 
father, who was the petitioning creditor, and the ſaid William Fullagazz 
who the S—1l—r had deceived, was likewiſe a brother to the petitioning 
creditor, thus it was a conſpiracy in the ſame family, firſt, I believe, tf 
obtain a good job by being S—1—r, and afterwards Pike ſeems to hau 
been procured to ſwear falie to ſave the others firſt concerned, from cor 
viction: And until March, 1786, owing in a great meaſure to my necelY 
fity and ſeveral other concerted ſchemes to prevent me from proceeding 
(too tedious here to inſert) I had it not in my power after * ormer trials 
to proceed to convict any of the parties concerned, but in March 1786, 
preferred a bill of indictment againſt the ſaid William Pike, and the fol} 


* 5 


owing is a copy of the certificate of ſuch indictment: 
KENT LENT ASSIZES,. 1786. 

The KING againſt WILLIAM Prxy, 

Kent 7 HESE are to certify, that at the Seſſions of our Lord th 
W King, of Oyer and Terminer, held for our ſaid Lord ti 
King, at Maidſtone, in and for the county of Kent, on Monday the 13 
day of March in the twenty-ſix year of the reigy of our ſaid Lord ti 

King, before the Honourable Sir Henry Gould, Knight, one of the Jultice 

of our ſaid Lord the King, of his Court of Common Pleas, and the Ho 

nourable Sir William Henry Aſhurſt, Knight, one of the Juſtice: of ou 
ſaid Lord the King, aſſigned to hold pleas before the King hin 
ſelf, and others their Fellows, Juſtices,”&c. Willam Pike,. late of Heal 

ö i . | of co 5 


corrupt Perjury, committed by him in a certain cauſe wherein John 
hildren by Stephen Woodgate, his Attorney, was Plaintiff, and Richard 
clit. William Shirley, and Thomas Martin, were Deferidants, as & 
"Witneſs for and on the behalf of the ſaid defendants, to which ſaid indict- 
ent the ſaid William Pike bath appeared and pleaded not guilty, and 
tered into a recognizance to try his traverſe with effect at the next aſſizes 
be held in and ſor the county of Kent, as appears by the records of my 


ned ae. Dated this firſt day of May, 1786. | 
4 =. JEROME KNAPP. Clerk of Aſſize. 
uh Pike ſtood thus indicted as aforeſaid, 


a * 
3 


Pike, for perjury, on the trial as aforefaid, and the following is a copy of 
ſuch certificate: 


1 King, of Oyer and Lerminer, held for our ſaid Lord the 
x King at Maidſtone, in and for the county of Kent, on Monday the zoth 
day of July, in the tweoty-ſeveath year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third, King of Great Britain, &c. before the Honour. 
ble Sir Henry Gould, Knight, one of the juflices of our ſaid Lord the 
2X Xiag, of his Court of Common Pleas, and William Kemp, Serj-ant at 
& Law, Juſtices, c. William Pike was, and ſtands again indicted for wilfal 
and corrupt Perjury, to which faid inditmeat he the ſaid William Pike, 
hath not as yet appeared or pleaded. Dated this iſt day of Augult, 1787, 

ed * JEROME KNAPP, Clerk of Afüze. 
The ſaid William Pike being by {ome means informed that I was pre- 
Paring to indi him again, abſconded before I could procure a warrant 
from the Judge to apprehend him, and after ſearching from "Pueſday until 
Saturday Auguſt 4th, found him ſecreted in a houſe ſeveral miles diſtance 
from his reſidence, and apprehended and delivered him into cuſtody, to 
appear at the next aſſizes in and for the county of Kent. 

And although I have again indicted the ſaid William Pike for ſwearing 
falſe, to ſupport an unjuſt and illegal Commiſſion of Pinkruptcy, and to 
ſcreen the perſons concerned in this fraudulent and illegal tranſaction from 


yet I have nothing to ſupport and carry on this proſecation with; but I 


on whom only, with the blefling of God, I am obliged to rely for affiſt- 
ance, to ſupport and carry on the proſecution with, And as a fraud and. 
illegal 8 of this kind, when practiced on 4 Farmer or Grazier, 
&. is liable to concern any Gentleman of landed eſtate, who may have 


Well er Baring their Faris Fall ars the Ein a, of AMgnces, who ofren muck 
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public juſtice, by which I have ſuſtained ſeveral Thouſand Pounds damages, 


. 


; Kent, f IESE are to certify, that at the Seſſions of our Lord the 


wholly rely on the juſtneſs of my catſe, and preſenting a Petition and 
Narrative of the particulars of my caſe to the Humane and Benevolent, 


their moſt induſtrious Tevants thus ruined, and thereby beibg a 150ſer; as 
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* au, in the county bf Kent, Yeoman, was, and ſtands indicted for wilful 9 
= « 


| l 
"3ejare a farm in a few years. Although for the Security of the Landlords 


and other good purpoſes, a Farmer, a Grazier, Drover, &c. were exempt 
by Law, from taking the Benefits of the Bankrupt Laws, or from being 
made a Bankrupt, though it is now ſo frequently done; therefore I hope 
that all Gentlemen of diſtinction, Clergymen, Farmer Graziers, &c. whom | 
it is moſt likely to concern, and likewiſe all other humane and benevolent 
perſons, who may ſee this ſtatement of my caſe, will ſeriouſly think of the 
canſequences of ſuffering ſuch fraudulent and illegal means being practiſed 
to ruin any perſon, and the conſequences and unjuſtneſs of ſuffering ſuch 
dangerous perſons to eſcape the hands of juſtice, becauſe ſach perſons thus 
Injured has it not in their power to carry on a proſecution againſt them, 
* for want only of property, which has been, and ſtill is may caſe, and if 
| applied to on this occaſion by me, or by any perſon for me, I hope that they 
® will readily ſo contribute to my aſſiſtance, ſo as to enable me to perſevere, 
and to wry og this and other neceſſary proſecutions with effect, ſo as to 
bring the parties concerned to public juſtice, who have thus injured me, 
2nd to ſee myſelf and family righted. And as I am ſingly perſevering only 
in ſupport of what is lawful, juſt and right, without property, and againſt 
ſuch a torrent of undue influence, flowing from the Commiſſioners down 
to the perſons concerned, to ſcreen each other from the hands of juſtice, 
and ſupported againſt me with my own -property, of which they ſeem to 
mahe no ſpare, ſo they can injure and diſtreſs me, by running me to all 
1 the expence in their power, to prevent me from proceeding againſt them, 
1 if poſſible. But by the bleſſing of God I have hitherto kept my heart 
it above defpair, truſting that the truth, if perſevered in, will bring a 
perſon through in the end, though I have been ſo diſtreſſed, and have 
laboured ſo indefatigably for theſe ſeven years paſt, and have got ſo little 
forward, owing to my neceſſity, and to my having ſuch a force and torrent 
of unjuſt influence to encuunter with, But now I hope I am able to con- 
vince my acquaintance, and the community in general, that I have been 
unjuſtly injured, and that they will in general take my caſe into conſide- 
ration, and particularly amongſt Gentlemen of diſtinction, at any of their 
pablic Meetings, or otherwiſe, as may be moſt agreeable to them, to con- 
tribute to my aſſiſtance, in ſo juſt a cauſe, for not at above one Gentleman 
of diſtinction in ten, where I have attempted to preſent my Petition, that 
Lean get admitted for them to Took at it, and then it is ſeldom only ſeanded 
w3th indifference ; but I am generally Forbid by their ſervants, from leaving 
my Petition at their houſes, ſuppoſing, as 1 that all Petitions 
from rangers are liable to be ficticious, and therefore will ſeldom take 
notice of wy Petition, unleſs they come recommended by letter from one 
gentleman to another, "Which is out of my power to procure, therefore It is 
out of my power t6” WIit"6n Gentlemen of diſtinction in general, on ſuch 
an errand, until I can firſt make my caſe publickly be known, by this or 
ſome other mode; therefore I hope ſuch gentlentn who may ſee this, and 
may be diſpoſed o give me, or to aſſiſt in giving me ſuch aſſiſtance as the 
nature of my caſe may require, and will point out ſome plan by which I 
may receive their Contributions, or ſuffer me, or ſome perſon who may 
apply to them for me, to wait on them perſonally, before I can expect 
any material or general aſſiſtance from ſuch gentlemen, and any propoſals of 


Ti; that kind from ſuch gentlemen to my afliſtance, and left with 
i Mr. SMITH, PRINTER, CanTERBURY, 
1 will be ever moſt gratefully acknowledged by their moſt obedient humble 
I| Ffervant, and much injured and diſtreſſed Petitioner, 
| Ti; JOHN CHILDREN. 
* {V NS 
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